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Dear Friends and Supporters,

I am filled with immense gratitude and pride for what we've accomplished together under our efforts to build stronger
communities one veteran at a time. This report not only chronicles the milestones we've achieved but also celebrates the
individual lives that have been transformed through our collective efforts.

2023 was a year of profound impact, challenges overcome, and significant growth for VBH. Each page of this report tells a
story—not just of the organization but of each veteran we've had the honor to support. Through personalized programs,
comprehensive services, and unwavering commitment, we've seen firsthand how supporting one veteran at a time can
reverberate strength throughout our entire community.

Our successes this year were made possible by the extraordinary generosity and dedication of our donors, sponsors, and
partners. Your belief in our mission and your ongoing support fuel our efforts and enable us to make a tangible difference in
the lives of veterans and their families. I extend my heartfelt thanks for your trust, collaboration, and investment in building
stronger communities through the empowerment of our nation's heroes.

As we share the stories of triumph and transition within these pages, we also look forward to the opportunities and
challenges that 2024 will bring. Our mission continues, driven by the ever-present need to support those who have served
our country as they embark on and navigate through their civilian lives. The journey of each veteran is unique, but the goal
remains universal—to ensure they receive the respect, support, and opportunities they deserve.

I invite you to join us as we continue this important work. Whether you are a longstanding partner or new to our community,
your support makes all the difference. Together, we can continue to make a profound impact, one veteran at a time,
strengthening not just individual lives but our Carolinas community as a whole.

Thank you for being a part of our story. Here's to another year of making a difference, advancing our mission, and fostering
a community where veterans thrive.

Warmest regards,

A Message from Blake Bourne, CEO





Mission & Vision

To connect, lead, and advocate in
communities to ensure service
members, veterans, and their families
thrive.

Our mission is realized by focusing on
tailored support services, fostering
community integration, and
building cross-sector partnerships to
ensure that every veteran is supported,
connected, and respected.

Our Mission

Our Vision

Stronger communities, one veteran at
a time.



Care coordination is a comprehensive and personalized approach designed to ensure that
veterans and their families receive the holistic support they need. The process begins with an in-
depth intake assessment to identify each veteran's unique needs and challenges. Utilizing the
extensive NCServes network, VBH connects veterans to a wide range of services, including
housing, employment, healthcare, financial support, and legal aid. The care coordination team
at VBH continuously follows up with veterans, addressing any new issues and providing ongoing
support to ensure their stability and well-being. This integrated approach ensures that veterans
receive timely, effective, and comprehensive assistance, fostering their long-term success and
stability.

Care Coordination

3,243
Households

Served

7,853
Services
Provided

2.4
 Services

Per Veteran



Care Coordination

Top Requested Services  and Number of Cases
Housing & Shelter: 2,624

Employment:  1,156 

Mental/Behavioral Health:  814  

Income Support:  626

Benefits Navigation:  512

Social Enrichment:  397

Clothing/Household Goods:  348

Food Assistance:  333

Utilities:  255

Individual/Family Support:  226  

Legal:  165

Money Management:  146  

3,3923,3923,392
Whole Health 
Assessments

136136136
Families Received $404,237
in ARPA Financial Support 



36-45
20.8%

56-65
20.6%

26-35
19.1%

46-55
18.5%

66-75
11.5%

76+
5.4%

18-25
4%

Male
67.6%

Female
32.3%

Black/African American
62.5%

White
29.2%

Other Race
5.9%

Asian
0.9%

Care Coordination

Age Gender

Race

METROLINA
3,971 Services Delivered
1,358 Households Served

SANDHILLS
1,206 Services Delivered
486 Households Served

SOUTH CAROLINA
189 Services Delivered
68 Households Served

TRIAD
720 Services Delivered
319 Households Served

TRIANGLE
1,034 Services Delivered
391 Households Served



Veterans Bridge Home has truly
transformed my life. After years of
struggling with homelessness, they
helped me secure stable housing,
offering support with utilities and
household supplies that I desperately
needed. But their assistance didn’t
stop there. They connected me with
therapy services, which have had a
profound impact on my mental
health and overall well-being. The
compassionate and dedicated team
at VBH has provided unwavering
support every step of the way. Thanks
to them, I now have a place to call
home and the resources to maintain
my stability. I am forever grateful for
the life-changing support I’ve
received from Veterans Bridge Home.
- Ben



Community Engagement

VBH has a robust community engagement program that plays a pivotal role in connecting,
leading, and advocating within the community to support veterans, service members, and their
families. By fostering strong relationships with local organizations, businesses, and community
members, VBH actively involves the community in supporting veterans through various events,
training sessions, volunteer opportunities, and collaborative initiatives. This integrated approach
ensures that veterans receive comprehensive support and resources, empowering them to thrive
and enhancing their overall well-being. Through community engagement and training events,
VBH effectively mobilizes collective efforts to create a supportive environment where veterans
can succeed.

384 15.830 6,879
Events Participants Engaged



Attending a Veterans Bridge
Home event has been a life-
changing experience for me. As a
female veteran, I often felt
isolated and unsure about how to
navigate my benefits and support
options. At the event, I not only
learned about my VA benefits and
the application process but also
developed a strong support
system of fellow veterans and
community members. Additionally,
I had the opportunity to attend a
Mental Health First Aid training,
which has equipped me with the
knowledge and skills to help others
who may be struggling with
mental health issues. The support
and resources provided by VBH
have empowered me to take
charge of my well-being and
contribute positively to the well-
being of others. I am incredibly
grateful for the impact VBH has
had on my life.
-Melissa



Employment

The Employment Program is dedicated to empowering veterans, military spouses, and
transitioning service members by providing comprehensive employment support. VBH connects
these individuals with local nonprofits offering job readiness resources and businesses eager to
hire veterans. With a strong focus on personalized care, the program includes talent matching,
training and onboarding assistance, continuous job readiness training, and placement services.
By leveraging a robust network of employers and partner nonprofits and government agencies,
VBH ensures that veterans and their families receive the necessary resources and opportunities to
thrive in their civilian careers, fostering a seamless transition and long-term success.

1,156 47 80%
Requests for

Support
Career

Readiness Trainings
Resolution

Rate



Employment

1,300
Employers

812
Employer Participants

77
Employer Events

172
Veteran-Ready Employer

Training Hours



"Meeting Veterans Bridge Home at an
employment event was the start of an
incredible journey for me. After leaving
the military, I struggled to understand the
civilian employment landscape and felt
uncertain about my future. VBH provided
invaluable guidance and support,
helping me to understand and prepare
for civilian employment. Inspired by their
mission, I began volunteering with the
Cedar Grove Cemetery clean-up, where
I had the chance to give back to the
community and honor fellow veterans.
Through this volunteer work, I networked
with several employers who shared my
passion for service. These connections
eventually led me to land my dream job.
The opportunities and support provided
by VBH have been life-changing, and I
am profoundly grateful for how they've
helped me achieve my career goals
while staying connected to my
community."
-Ricardo



THE COMMUNITY SUPPORTS



The Star Spangled Salute, presented by Lowe's,
was a particularly memorable event, featuring
keynote remarks by General Peter Pace, USMC
(Ret.), and hosting distinguished guests from all
branches of our nation's Armed Forces.

The 2023 Salute was a resounding success,
raising over $800,000 to support service
members, veterans, and their families
throughout the Carolinas. This remarkable
achievement was a testament to the
generosity of our sponsors, donors, and
community partners, whose commitment to
our mission ensured that veterans and their
families receive the resources and support they
need to thrive.

The Star Spangled Salute continues to be a
cornerstone event for Veterans Bridge Home,
embodying our commitment to building
stronger communities, one veteran at a time.

Star Spangled Salute



Major Supporters | 
Presidential Partners ($125,000+)

Department of Veteran Affairs
Mecklenburg County Government
NC Department of Health and Human Services
USAA
Foundation for Health Leadership and Innovation
The Leon Levine Foundation
Lowe's Companies, Inc.

Freedom Partners ($50,000 - $124,999)

Truist Financial Corp.
Boeing
KPMG LLP
Bank of America Corp
Wells Fargo
American Airlines
Black Rifle Coffee
Hayes Family Charitable Trust
Sunbelt Rentals

Four Star Partners ($20,000 - $49,999)

Catholic Charities Diocese of Charlotte
American Asset Corporation
Enterprise Holdings
Bob Woodruff Foundation
Subaru South Charlotte
Accenture
Duke Energy Corporation
Weisiger Group
Provident Benevolent Foundation
Arthur M. Blank Foundation
Carolina Panthers
Ally Financial

Three Star Partners ($15,000 - $19,999)

Governor's Institute on Substance Abuse
Regions.

Two Star Partners ($10,000 - $14,999)

Northwestern Mutual
Dominion Energy
City of Fayetteville
Sunbelt Rentals
With Honor Action, Inc.
US Bank NA
SSi People
Novant Health
Iredell County Community Foundation
Cardea Group

One Star Partners ($5,000 - $9,999)

Robert W. Baird and Co
Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority
Patriot Military Family Foundation
Charlotte Knights Inc.
Burn Boot Camp
Griffin Heart Inc
Upstate Warrior Solution
TFX Capital
SteelFab, Inc.
SMAA Food Exports
Pontoon Solutions
Parexel

Midrex Technologies Inc
Matlen Silver
Lockton Companies
Charlotte Hornets
C Herman Construction
Atrium Health
Aston Properties
Apparo
American Veterans Group
Charlotte FC
Collins Aerospace

Partners ($1,000 - $4,999)

Queens University of Charlotte
Covia Holdings Corp
William Blair
Microsoft
Women's Technology Alliance of Charlotte
Brighthouse Financial
Veterans Path Up
Towne Bank
ERC Today
Driven Brands
Cabarrus County Community Foundation
BAE Systems
Powerline Church of the Nazarene
NASCAR
Harvard Business School Association
Piedmont HS Air Force JROTC
Humana, Inc.
Fayetteville Baseball Club LLC
Charlotte Strength
United Way
Mass Mutual Carolinas
Juba Aluminum Products Co
James River Equipment
Pivoting Strategies LLC

Corporations
Foundations

The George W. and Ruth R. Baxter Foundation
River Hills Country Club Inc.
Keffer Management



Bridge Builders | Individual Donors
Sophie and Richard Allen
Judy and Jim Allison
Michael Almendarez
Faye and Duke Almon
Russell Ammon
Bonnie and Jim Amos
Fernanda Aultman
Jacqueline Barbitta-Shepherd
Kathleen Bates
Wendi and Dave Boddy
LeeAnn and Blake Bourne
Meghan Bourne
Sam Bowles
Jessica and Bobby Bradford
Staci and Tim Broderick
Gina and Larry Brundick
Sharjuan Burgos
Chloe Cale & Seth Wheeler
Sunny and Doug Carver
Marcy and Bill Choate
Camille Coers
Kristi and Wade Coleman
Tori and Kerr Collins
Evelyn and Tripp Cone
Whaley and Barnes Connell
Nancy and Charles Conner
Jean and Bill Cornwell
John Costello
Gina and Eric Craig
Emily and Tim Crites
Pam and Bill Crowder
Cassandra D'Alessio
Stephanie and Tom Daly
Claudia and Dave Davenport
Amy and Alfred Dawson
Lauren and Jeremy Deese
Vincent Doa
Dana Draa & Lee Knight Caffery
Ernest Dwight

Lynn and Kevin Eckert
Cameron and Brian Edwards
Nicole and Darrell Esch
Kelli and Jon Ferry
Timothy Flanagan
Nicole French
Jon Fussell
Laura and Troy Garrison
Ann and Kyle Gerlitz
Chris Goodson
Sarah and Peter Goodson
Heather and Kevin Graves
Bonnie and Rick Gromlich
Blake Hamby
Lan and Bill Harmon
Michele and Aaron Harper
Sandy and Dennis Harris
Sandy and Denny Hejlik
Kim Henderson & David Haufler
Mary Ann and Jim Hoffman
Whitney and Justin Holofchak
Lauren and Colin Hood
Ashley Horton & Christopher North
Fran and John Howard
Kristen and Matt Huddleston
Christy and Bryce Humphreys
Bonnie Hunter
Shadale and Thomas Jacobs
Nancy and David Jacobson
Justin James
Terri and Mike Jarina
Naisla & Lakshminaresh Kanduri
Traci Kearns & Russell Coffland
Martha and Charlie Keith
Catherine and Jeff Kneisl
Marissa and Josh Kohn
Shelly and Michael Krueger
Beth and Jack Lange
Gina and Tom Lawrence
Brian Levy

Jodi and Rick Lich
Mike Lindhurst
Rachel Livengood
Janie and Brian Mahoney
Deborah Majewski & Dan Ward
Katherine and Russ Major
Leslie and Matt Martin
Amaris and Shaun McComas
Heather and Samuel McEady
Stephannie and Lane McKinney
Jennifer and Erich Meier
Patrick Menefee
Annaliese and Margot Miller
Lisa and Ken Miller
Julie and Richard Moss
Crystal and Chris Nagel
Sonja and Richard Nichols
Missy and Heath Norman
Patty and Tommy Norman
Peg O'Connell & Jack Lewis
Sarah and Josh Ollek
Brian Orgeron
Lynn and Peter Pace
Scott Pechman
Kaitlun and Kelsey Peterson
Chris Pink
Kristie Ploetzke & Michael Piper
Maggie and Joe Pollard
Dale and Larry Polsky
Beth Reisinger
Maria and Dave Richwine
Jeff Riddle
Nancy and Mastin Robeson
Joye and Eddie Robinson
Charlie Rochelesu
Dee and Jared Rorrer
Cindy and Jim Roudebush
C.A. and Dan Rountree
Lynda and Robert Rowe
Samantha and Kevin Salazar

Jenna and Bryan Sanders
Elizabeth and Steve Sawyer
Laura and Michael Schulte
Jane and Nelson Schwab
Christen and John Scott
Loranne Sewell
Paulette Sherrill
Patti Simril
Cindy and H.B. Smith
Larkin Spivey
LeAnn and Chris Squier
Rachel and Max Starkie
Carrie and Adam Stead
Christopher Stone
Puja Thapaliya & Deep Singh
Erika Thompson
Frances and Bill Thompson
Marianne and Mark Towne
David Trawick Estate
Diana Urichich
Saloney and Ameesh Vakharia
Donna and Frank Van Buren
Tisha and Todd Vandemore
Rita and Bill Vandiver
Irma Vargas
Christina and Doug Vinson
Takiesha and James Thierry
Katie Walker & Jacob Tuttle
Holly and Jeff Wallace
Amanda Ward & Aaron Gerlitz
Laura and George Watkins
Dawn and Brad Weber
Yvonne and Anthony Weekly
Gabrielle & Jamie Westmoreland
Jill and Jim Whaley
Mark Wilson
Alanna and Richard Worrell
Angela and Dan Yochem
Anja and David Zimmerman
Joan Zimmerman



Pathfinders | Monthly Givers

Eric Alksnis
Russell Ammon
Anastasia Barnard
Justin Boyd
Philip Brooks
Anthony  Brown
Daniel Bryant
Eric Burrows
Jennifer and Joe Clifford
Ryan Cullison
Debbie and Dennis D'Alessio
Anthony Duca
Cameron and Brian Edwards
Chad Elbert
Nicole French
Shawn Geist
Courtney Gonsalves
Teri and Steven Grass
Bonnie and Rick Gromlich
Miles Grooms
Laure  Hadder
Morgan Haney
Angela Hood
Charles Horton
Jennifer Huff
Nicholas Johnson
William Joseph
Brandy and Andy Karczewski
Dustin Keys
Haylie Kokoski

Shelly and Michael Krueger
Mikaela and Chris Larocque
Jodi and Rick Lich
Rachel Livengood
Leslie and Matt Martin
Matthew Meitner
Angela and Chris Miklos
Carol and Ron Morgan
Zhaina Myrzakhanova
Adam Nicholson
Barbara O'Hagan
Brian Orgeron
Jessica Pegg
Francis and Bo Proctor
Tim Rivenbark
Sam Robinson
Dee and Jared Rorrer
Jenna and Bryan Sanders
Brian Smith
Mike Texidor
Ginny and Brad Touma
Richard Trotter
Dina and Pete Vacho
Talia VanBuren
Kate and Alex Venker
Donna Wayson
Diane and Steve Weekley
Dwayne Wells
Crystal Williams
Jeremiah Wilson



THANK YOU!

As we reflect on the accomplishments of this year, we
are reminded that none of this would have been
possible without the unwavering support of our
dedicated partners, generous donors, compassionate
volunteers, and the resilient veterans we have the
privilege to serve. Your contributions—whether through
time, resources, or advocacy—have made a lasting
impact on the lives of veterans and their families.

At Veterans Bridge Home, we believe in the power of
community and the strength that comes from working
together. Each success story, each veteran who finds
stability and hope, is a testament to what we can
achieve when we unite around a common cause. But
our work is far from done.

As we look forward to the year ahead, we invite you
to continue this journey with us. Together, we can build
stronger communities, one veteran at a time. Whether
by extending a helping hand, providing critical
resources, or simply spreading the word about our
mission, your support is essential in ensuring that every
veteran has the opportunity to thrive.

Thank you for standing with us. Let’s continue to make
a difference, together. VETERANSBRIDGEHOME.ORG

https://veteransbridgehome.org/


VETERANSBRIDGEHOME.ORG

Stronger communities, one veteran at a time. 

866-249-6656

@VeteransBridgeHome

Proud Member


