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Dear Friends & Supporters

As we close another impactful year at
Veterans Bridge Home, | am filled with pride
for all that we accomplished—together. In
2024, we continued to fulfill our mission to
connect, lead, and advocate in
communities across the Carolinas, ensuring
that service members, veterans, and their
families thrive.

Through your support, we connected more
than 3,600 individuals to tailored resources,
employment opportunities, mental health
services, and critical social supports. We
provided over 8,600 services, trained
employers to befter welcome veterans info
their workforce, and expanded our wellness
efforts fo meet veterans where they are—
especially in moments of greatest need.
Every number represents a story: a veteran
finding stability, a family finding hope, a
community growing stronger.

This year, we didn't just respond to needs—
we led. We empowered veterans to discover
new opportunities, trained hundreds of
employers to create veteran-ready
workplaces, and advocated for systemic
changes to better support the well-being of
those who served. When disaster struck in
Western North Carolina, we were there.
When veterans reached out for support, we
were ready.

o~

And we're just getting started.

Looking ahead to 2025, Veterans Bridge

Home is setting bold goals:

e Expand regional reach to ensure even
more veterans—including those in rural
areas—have access to support.

e Grow employment programs to align
veterans' skills with purposeful careers.

e Deepen wellness initiatives to promote
mental health and prevent suicide.

e Strengthen community partnerships to
create a true collective impact across
every community we serve.

None of this would be possible without you.
Your belief in our mission—and in the
potential of every veteran—makes all the
difference. Thank you for standing with us, for
walking alongside those who served, and for
helping us build stronger communities, one
veteran at a time.

Here's to another year of impact, growth,
and connection.

Be The Bridge,

-5

Blake Bourne
President/CEO

Message from the CEO

VETERANSBRIDGEHOME.ORG
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Veterans Bridge Home focuses on providing tailored
support services, fostering community integration, and
building cross-sector partnerships to ensure that every
veteran is supported, connected, and respected.

Through a proven process of engagement, care,
connection, advocacy, and celebration, Veterans
Bridge Home upholds its promise that every veteran
maftters and is an integral part of our community.

EVERY VETERAN MATTERS.
EVERY VETERAN CONNECTED.

& 3,656 = 8,61 7

Clients Served Services Provided

CONNECT. LEAD. ADVOCATE.
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Bringing veterans together
with tailored support services
and community partnerships
fo ensure every veteran feels
valued, supported, and
connected.

CONNECT
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Top 5 Service Requests Number of Clients by County

30% Cabarrus County
265

Wake County

25% 498

20%

15%

10% Cumberland County

1065

Mecklenburg County
3445

a
R

“The housing stability program was a
blessing. They helped me find a place to live
and also provided resources to help me stay

in that place. It was a great feeling to
finally have a stable home.”

~VBH Client
a 151

people assisted in

: e . obtaining &
! VETERANS [ = = ' 4. maintaining housing
BENEFITS : | = through ARPA Funding

American Rescue Plan Act

21,109

people screened for
mental health needs
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Hope
& HEALING

One evening, | sat alone on my couch, accompanied
only by my dog, feeling overwhelmed by depression.
The weight of unpaid bills, unemployment, and an
ongoing custody battle consumed my thoughts.
Despite submitting countless job applications,
including to fast-food restaurants, | received no
responses. | was exhausted—mentally, emotionally,
and financially—struggling to stay afloat. That night, |
reached out to the VA crisis text line, hoping for some
relief. However, the interaction felt impersonal, as if
the responder was eager to end the conversation. |
went to bed uncertain, just hoping to make it through
another day.

The following day, | received a call from a VA social worker, followed by emails and phone calls
from the Veterans Bridge Home SSG Fox Suicide Prevention team. At first, | was hesitant and
skepftical. | had attempted therapy before, but it hadn't made a difference. However, | found
myself connecting with William, my care navigator, in a way | hadn't experienced before. As a
fellow veteran, he understood my struggles on a personal level, making our conversations feel
less like formal appointments and more like checking in with a trusted friend.

William's unwavering support and encouragement pushed me forward. He celebrated my
accomplisnments—sometimes even more than | did, reminding me that | wasn't facing these
challenges alone. While | still struggle with depression and anxiety daily, | have made meaningful
progress. | secured two jobs and have maintained them for the past six months, working six to
seven days a week. My financial situation is improving, and | expect to be back on track in the
coming months. My divorce is progressing amicably and should be finalized soon.

Recently, | enrolled in college courses to pursue a new career path. Although I'm unsure how |
will manage work, school, and life’'s demands, I've learned that perseverance is in my nature.
This journey has reinforced my resilience. If | hit a roadblock, I'll adapt, pivot, and find a way
forward—because giving up is not an option. The key is to keep moving and looking ahead.
Obstacles are temporary and overcoming them is proof of strength.
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Connect

“Veterans Bridge Home gave me clarity and options

when everything felt confusing.”

~VBH Client

At Veteran's Bridge Home, we listen closely to those we
serve—and they've told us what is making a real
impact. From personalized coaching to thoughtful
follow-ups, our approach is working because it centers
on the whole person. Here's what veterans and their
families say is making the biggest difference:

* Our employment services and coaching are top-
rated.

* Case coordination and navigation are helping to
simplify complex systems.

¢ Clients value our holistic approach and appreciate
focus on wellness and family.

* Follow-up touches—calls, check-ins, and invites—
make people feel remembered and supported.

* Events reduce isolation and help veterans
reconnect with their community.

“The community service projects they organized
were a great way for me to give back. It also helped
me build a sense of purpose and connection to local

community and I met some really great people along

way.
~ VBH Client

957

of clients surveyed
would refer others
to VBH, a strong
indicator of trust
and satisfaction

857

of clients surveyed
reported VBH
helped improve
their immediate
situation, including
resolving urgent
needs
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Bringing leaders together to
create employment
opportunities for veterans
and their families, working
closely with employers to
bridge the gap between
talent and opportunity.

LEAD
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Employment

Lead

FUELING STABILITY

+1614

employer training hours

+ 1127

+ 1521

employment cases

When veterans seek employment support through
Veterans Bridge Home, it often reveals deeper needs
essential for long-term stability. Beyond job
opportunities, many clients require help with:

Mental Wellness 31%
Housing & Shelter 18%
Social Enrichment 10%
Income support 7%
Benefits Navigation 6%

The quality of career coaching
was exceptional. I didn't just find

a job—I found a new sense of
purpose.”

~VBH Client

“The career exploration
seminars were eye - opening.
They exposed me to so many

different career paths that I
had never even considered
before. It really broadened my
horizons.”

~VBH Client

217

of employed clients surveyd said their
job aligns with their career goals,
indicating VBH's approach is practical
and anchored in real world outcomes.
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Lead

+2,340 +S78,366 Disaster

Volunteer hours

+180

Volunteers engaged

+ 34

Volunteer events
organized

Value of volunteer service ReliEf

When Hurricane Helene hit
N 1 Western North Caroling,
| Veterans Bridge Home

jumped into action to
Meals provided to the support veterans and their

Men's Shelter families in need.

By mobilizing resources and

leveraging community
M 1 00 partnerships, we provided
critical assistance to ensure
. no veteran was left behind
Meals provided for Arde in the aftermath of the
Warehouse volunteers storm.
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Thank you very, very much for all your support and assistance this
year. We have really known and felt your care, compassion, and
commitment over these past months. Your help means more than
we can put intfo words. Thank you for your help in making our
Christmas dinner possible!

It was a very nice evening with delicious food, carolers singing, and

I importantly, the opportunity to sit down together and enjoy time as
§ C community over a great meal. The men really enjoyed it. We
i appreciate these things so much more these days! Thank you for

your part in making Christmas special for the veterans of VRQ this
year. We wish you a very merry Christmas and a wonderful new
year - we pray the blessings you have bestowed on us return to you
in greater measure!

" Ruth Lolo

VSC Men's Shelter

VETERANSBRIDGEHOME.ORG
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Championing the rights and
well-being of veterans and
their families, driving systemic
change and fostering
support through advocacy
efforts on the ground, across
the state, and in the nation’s
capital.

ADVOCATE
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Through powerful storytelling, we changed minds.
Through policy engagement, we changed system:s.

In 2024, advocacy wasn't an initiative—it was integrated into
everything we did. From national media to state leadership,
Veterans Bridge Home amplified the voices of those who served.

We brought key issues like mental health, suicide prevention,
housing instability, and employment access to the forefront of
public dialogue. Whether testifying at the state level, serving on
North Carolina's Governor’'s Working Group, or traveling to
Washington, D.C. to meet with policymakers—our team showed

up.

We also hosted and co-led the Mission 85 Conference, a landmark
event to build a unified support ecosystem for North Carolina’s
veterans, bridging gaps between military transition, civilian life,
and community collaboration.

National Highlights

VBH remains committed to advocating for veterans at the
national level, actively participating in key initiatives and
collaborations. Our efforts include engagement with the VA VEO
Veterans Resource Community Network and the IVMF National
CoP & SSG Fox CoP.

We served on the advisory panel for Dr. Leslie Hausmann's
"Evaluating the Impact of PAServes on Receipt of Veteran Benefits,
VHA Healthcare Use, and Associated Costs."

Furthermore, VBH proudly co-chaired the VA & SAMHSA
Governor's Challenge Innovations Conference representing NC,
attended the VA & SAMHSA Governor's Challenge Suicide
Mortality Innovations Conference, and participated in the VA VEO
VRCN Conference, also representing NC.

PAGE 13

Advocate
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Local Highlights

In addition to our national efforts, VBH actively champions
veterans' needs through a variety of local initiatives, fostering
direct community support and engagement including co-
chairing the NC Governors & Mayors Challenge and the NC
Institute of Medicine Veterans Health Task Force. We also serve as
a contractor for the UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health
Veteran Healthy Communities Project.

VBH is dedicated to sharing resources, as demonstrated by our
presentations on NCServes at both the NC State Association of
Veteran Service Officers annual training and the NCWorks annual
training conference.

We actively participate in community-focused initiatives such as
Wake Vet S.A.F.E. — Lock, Call, Live, and contribute to local
planning efforts by serving on the Wake County 2025-2030
Consolidated Housing Plan Committee, the Wake County
Community Needs Assessment Committee, and engaging with
the Wake County Housing Continuum of Care. Our collaborations
extend to the Greater Triangle Veterans Military Families Alliance,
reinforcing our commitment to comprehensive local support.

¢558 4~40,846

Events across regions Estimated aftendees

“The leadership

N 1 2 8 3 8 opportunities motivated me
’

to step up and contribute.”
People engaged ~VBH Client

PAGE 14

Advocate

VETERANS |
) BENEFITS
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FINANCIALS

Financials

Every contribution helps us
connect, lead, and
advocate in communities to
ensure veterans and their
families thrive. In 2024, we
remained committed to
responsible financial
stewardship—investing in
programs, partnerships, and
services that deliver
measurable impact where it
matters most.
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EXPENSES

$786,673
S

765,379
5 71%
3,801,334 °
S S

1,171,688 397,972
S S

429,400 1,013,681
S S

2,642,848 9,003

*5 664,594

Total Revenue

Programs

(18
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Financials

Development
14.3%

Admin & Marketing
14.7%

“Supporting Veterans
Bridge Home is one
of the easiest
decisions we've
made—because the
impact is real, local,
and lasting.”

— VBH Donor

2

VETERANSBRIDGEHOME.ORG
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THANK YOU

Thank You

Because of you, veterans
across our region feel valued,
supported, and connected.

Through your generosity,
partnership, and support we've
delivered tailored services,
built strong community
partnerships, and responded
to critical needs—all to ensure
that every veteran and their
family can thrive.

Together, we are not just
meeting needs—we’'re
creating change. Thank you
for being the bridge.
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Thank you

fo our generous
partners

We are deeply grateful for the generosity of all donors.
Thank you for standing with us — and with those who
have served.

PRESIDENTIAL PARTNERS FREEDOM PARTNERS
$125, 000+ $50,000-124,999
Mecklenburg County Government Lowe's Companies, Inc.
Department of Veterans Affairs Bob Woodruff Foundation

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services  Constellation Quality Health

Truist Financial Corp. American Airlines

True Homes Wells Fargo

USAA Bank of America Corp

Leon Levine Foundation Boeing

PAGE 18
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FOUR STAR PARTNERS
$50,000-124,999

Carolina Panthers

River Hills Country Club Inc.

Duke Energy Corporation

Novant Health

Enterprise Holdings

Richard Childress Racing

Coca-Cola Consolidated

American Asset Corporation

Charlotte Country Day

American Heroes for North Carolina
Foundation for a Healthy Carolina
Provident Benevolent Foundation
Rosendin Corporation

Weisiger Group

Governor's Institute on Substance Abuse
Sunbelt Rentals

Charlotte Checkers

CliffonLarsonAllen

George W. & Ruth R. Baxter Foundation

THREE STAR PARTNERS
$15,000-19,999

Charlotte Hornets

Regions

Hendrick Family Foundation
Northwestern Mutual
Wellcare

TWO STAR PARTNERS
$10,000-14,999

Charlotte FC

US Bank NA

City of Fayetteville
Ally Financial
Charlotte Knights Inc.
Accenture

Aluminum Association
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Atrium Health

Iredell County Community
Foundation

Mecklenburg Radiology
Associates

Nucor Corporation

Parexel

Providence Anesthesiology
Associates

SSi People

William L. Sparks & Associates

ONE STAR PARTNERS
$10,000-14,999

Patriots Path

Bethany Medicall

Robert W. Baird and Co
John W. and Anna H. Hanes
Foundation

Griffin Heart Inc

Harvard Business School Association
NASCAR

Virgil P Warren Foundation
Burr & Forman LLP

Rodgers Builders

Adecco Group

Astra Service Partners
Auslander Family Foundation
BAE Systems

Charlotte Motor Speedway
Charlotte Sports Foundation
Domtar

Ernst and Young

Foundation For The Carolinas
Matlen Silver

Next Level Industries
SteelFab, Inc.

Synchrony Financial

TFX Capital

With Honor Action, Inc.

Thank You

PARTNERS
$1,000-4,999

Lineberger Orthodontics
Military Luggage Co
Starbucks

Burn Boot Camp QC
Deloitte

iHeart Media

Wastequip

Woodpeckers - Fayetteville
Baseball Club LLC

Target Corporation
William Blair

Albemarle Corporation
Blue Insurance Agency
Brighthouse Financial
Brynn Marr Hospital

Italion Heritage Society
MOD Pizza

S&L Windows and Doors LLC
Covia Holdings Corp
Home Trust Bank
Woodward

704 Shop LLC

Equitable

Ginkgo Residential

Hook Line & Heroes
Symphonix Solutions
Microsoft

Veronica Beard

Aetna

Bass Pro Shops

Belk Inc

Bradford Health

Healthy Charlotte Alliance
Lunne Marketing Group
Mass Mutual Carolinas
Navy Federal Credit Union
Pepsi Beverages
Randolph County

Towne Bank

Centerstone of America

VETERANSBRIDGEHOME.ORG
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BRIDGE BUILDERS

Individual Donors

Brandon Adcock

Sophie and Richard Allen
Judy and Jim Allison

Faye and Duke Almon
Russell Ammon

Bonnie and Jim Amos
Christi and Carl Armato
Denise and Daniel Ayers
Dorothy and Joseph Barbee
Daniel Barrington

Michele Beilman

Kaniche and Nyron Bennett
Lane and Carr Bennett

Tera and Jamie Black
Wendi and Dave Boddy
LeeAnn and Blake Bourne
Meghan Bourne

Mary Lou and Beau Bourne
Gina and Larry Brundick
Heather and Marty Burch
Sophie and Christopher Smith
Julie and Anderson Caperton
Erin and Casey Carroll
Sunny and Doug Carver
Camille Coers

Traci and Russell Coffland
Tanna and Malcomb Coley
Ann Colley

Nancy and Charles Conner
Jean and Dick Cornwell
Charlene and Joseph Costanza
Cathy Cox

Anthony Creecy

Pam and Bill Crowder

Ryan Cullison

Page and Chris Curtin
Debbie and Dennis D'Alessio
Mary Ann and Jim D'Alessio
Stephanie and Tom Daly
Donna and Al De Molina
Meg and George Dewey
Dena and Phil Diorio
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Vincent Doa

Ernest Dwight

Lynn and Kevin Eckert

Tracy and Saad Ehtisham
Nicole and Darrell Esch
Timothy Flanagan

Nicole French and Chris Goodson
Cathy and Torrey Galida
Laura and Troy Garrison
Shawn Geist

Amanda and Aaron Gerlitz
Sebastien Girard

Courtney and David Gleason
Kristi and Clay Glidewell
Sarah and Peter Goodson
Teri and Steve Grass

Heather and Kevin Graves
Meghan and Patrick Gray
Patty and William Giriffith
Bonnie and Rick Gromlich
Chuck Harr

Sandy and Dennis Harris
Addison and Keith Hatch
Sara and Ken Haynes

Sandy and Denny Hejlik

John Hekker

Kim Henderson and David Haufler
Mary Ann and James Hoffman
Lauren and Colin Hood
Karen Human

Howard Jacobs

Nancy and David Jacobson
Nick Johnson

Wendy and Michael Kahn
Sumit Kalra

Christine Kaftziff

Martha and Charlie Keith
Bethany and Sam Khashman
Amy and Earl Sands

Marissa and Josh Kohn

Shelly and Michael Krueger
Margarita and Stratos Lambos
Beth and Jack Lange

Gina and Tom Lawrence
Jack Leff

Erin and Robert Lentz

Thank You

Diana and Marc Levitt

Peg and Jack Lewis

Jodi and Rick Lich

Rachel Livengood

Meredith and Shawn Lynch
Deborah Majewski and Dan Ward
Katherine and Russ Major
Leslie and Matt Martin
Amaris and Shaun McComas
Doug McCracken

Cameron and Brian Edwards
Beth and Matt McGrory
Mary and Scott McLanahan
Nancy and Mike McNelis

Lisa and Ken Miller

Mary Joyce Dawson and Stephen Monahan
Patricia and Thruston Morton
Julie and Richard Moss
Tressie and Eric Mullins
Wanda and Bill Musgrave
Spring and JQ Myers
Catherine and Compie Newman
Patty and Tommy Norman
Tommy and Patty Norman
Sally O'Hogan

Brian Orgeron

Elaine and Tom Paccico
Lindsay and David Patterson
Debbie and Pat Phillips
Joanna and Ben Pickett
Jennifer and Joe Pieri

Chris Pink

Maggie and Joe Pollard
Dale and Larry Polsky
Lyndsay and Art Pue
Mahroo and Kerr Putney
Dosty and Alex Quarrier
January and Rone Reed
Sean Reilly

Louise and Bill Rice

Michael Riley

Stephanie and Mark Rindner
Stephanie and Ron Rivera
Nancy and Mastin Robeson
Dee and Jared Rorrer

Cindy and Jim Roudebush

VETERANSBRIDGEHOME.ORG
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C. A. and Dan Rountree
Robert Rowe

Britt Ruby

Hish Salama

Samantha and Kevin Salazar
Jenna and Bryan Sanders
Kara and Steve Sanders
Katrina and JD Schurter
Jane and Nelson Schwab
Christen and John Scott
Britton and Brandon Shelton
Paulette Sherrill

Colleen and Dave Shevsky
Alonzo Smith

Cindy and H.B. Smith

Phil Smith

Lori and Bob Spence

Diane and George Stamatelatos
Carrie and Adam Stead
Jennifer Styles-Clark

Mimi and lke Tate

Marianne and Mark Towne
Saloney and Ameesh Vakharia
Mirian and Frank Van Buren
Rita and Bill Vandiver

Sarah and Miguel Vargas
Richard Vinroot

Christina and Doug Vinson
Holly and Jeff Wallace
Lauren Wallace

Kathy and David Warshaw
Laura and George Watkins
Dawn and Brad Weber
Yvonne and Anthony Weekly
Amy and Andrew Weiler

Gabrielle and Jamie Westmoreland

Jilland Jim Whaley
Laureen and Jon Wiegand
Sarah and Jeremiah Wilson
Will Wilson

Lisa and Jim Wohlford
Alanna and Richard Worrell
Tia and Tracy Young
Courtney and Bryan Zeiss
Joan Zimmerman
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PATHFINDERS
Monthly Donors

Eric Alksnis

Anastasia Barnard

John Barnes

Zach Barnes

John Bellissimo

Kaniche and Nyron Bennett
Michael Blanco

LeeAnn and Blake Bourne, VI
Justin Boyd

Zachary Brann

Anthony Brown

Jo'Neka Brown

Daniel Bryant

Alex Burch

Jennifer and Joe Clifford
Sarilys and Justin Coxson
Anthony Creecy

Ryan Cullison

Debbie and Dennis D'Alessio
Brianna Esposito

Nicole French and Chris
Goodson

Shawn Geist

Lee Gerow

Teri and Steve Grass
Bonnie and Rick Gromlich
Miles Grooms

Cal Hanford

Nathan Hartsell

Angela Hood

Charles Horton

Jennifer Huff

Courtney Inman
Anthony Johnson

Nick Johnson

Andrew Karczewski
Noah Kellar

Eric Kelly

Paftrick Kelly

Haylie Kokoski

Craig Kormannshaus

Thank You

Shelley and Michael Krueger
Mikaela and Chris LaRocque
Eddie Lewis

Jodi and Rick Lich

Rachel Livengood

Marie Lopez

Jason Ma

Catherine and Chris Manley
Leslie and Matt Martin
Cameron and Brian Edwards
Cody Molosky

Alexis Moody

Carol and Ron Morgan
Zhaina Myrzakhanova
Barbara O'Hagan

Brian Orgeron

Andrew Palladino

Lindsay and David Patterson
Genee Pearson

Jessica Pegg

Bo Proctor, Jr.

Sam Robinson

Stefano Romano

Audrey and Jared Rorrer
Jenna and Bryan Sanders
Marla and Scott Schroeder
Katrina and JD Schurter
Garrett Sears

Perry Seifert

Alonzo J. Smith

Grace Swift

Bradley Touma

Richard Trotter

Dina and Peter Vacho
Mirian and Frank Van Buren
Christina and Doug Vinson
Donna Wayson

Diane and Steve Weekley
Yvonne and Anthony Weekly
Dwayne Wells

Andrew Wheeler

Seth Wheeler

Conan Wilson

Sarah and Jeremiah Wilson
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